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EXECUTIVE MESSAGE

Dear reader, 

The Library had a great year in 2023 - with increases in the number of visits to the
Library, program attendance, circulation, and more. We expanded the Library’s reach
beyond the building into the community, we incorporated new forms of literacy into our
resources and services, we increased our digital offerings, and we expanded our
collections to better reflect the diversity that exists within our community. And we of
course continued to offer well-loved programs and services that have become
synonymous with the Library over the past few years. 

In 2023, we also planned for the future. We are on track for the completed installation of
a natural gas generator. We began to assess how to best use the space available to us in
the Library building and we prepared to begin a new strategic planning process, in order
to  understand how the Library can best serve the community. 

This year - 2024 - is a milestone year for the Library. It marks 150 years of serving the
residents of Summit. Over the past 150 years, the Library has evolved, always striving to
be a resource vital to the fabric of the community. The Library has been a focal point for
knowledge, entertainment, social gathering, and the exchange of ideas. 

With this in mind, we will continue to grow and explore new opportunities for
enrichment, enjoyment, and education for all of us here in the City of Summit. We could
not have accomplished all that we did this year without your support and patronage of
the Library.

I look forward to continuing to serve Summit and implementing the Library's mission - to
inform, enrich, and inspire our diverse community.

Sincerely, 

Amy Behr-Shields

Amy Behr-Shields
Director
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At A Glance
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Most Borrowed
Books of 2023
Top 5 most borrowed book titles for adults

Top 5 most borrowed book titles for children

Top 5 most borrowed book titles for teens

1) Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus
2) Hello Beautiful by Ann Napolitano
3) Spare by Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex
4) Pineapple Street by Jenny Jackson
5) Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver

1) Dog Man 8, Fetch -22 by Dav Pilkey
2) Dog Man 11, Twenty Thousand Fleas Under the Sea 
by Dav Pilkey
3) Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Old School by Jeff Kinney
4) Dog Man 7, For Whom the Ball Rolls by Dav Pilkey
5) Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The  Deep End by Jeff Kinney

1) Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins
2) Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins
3) Wonder by R.J. Palacio
4) Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo
5) One of Us Is Lying by Karen M. McManus
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New in 2023
Wilson White Learning Garden
The Wilson White Learning Garden provides an opportunity for
young students to learn firsthand how to cultivate a variety of
plants and vegetables. Elementary students can join our weekly
Little Sprouts Garden Club to dig, plant, and maintain the garden
beds. These garden beds were created as part of an Eagle Scout
Project by Anderson Lee and funded by the Wilson White Bequest. 

Book Bike 

Northstar Digital Literacy 

The Library Book Bike, funded by the Summit Free Public Library
Foundation, holds popular items for children, teens, and adults.
Thanks to a WiFi hotspot, the book bike allows staff to create new
library cards, check out library materials on site, and participate in
community events. In 2023, the Book Bike visited Family Fun
Night, the Farmer’s Market, National Night Out, and more!

Staff worked hard to add new collections, resources, technologies, and ways to access
materials in 2023. Patrons can now browse the Library of Things and Museum Passes in
the Library (in partnership with the Friends of the Library), take home native seeds from
the Native Seed Library (in partnership with the Summit Environment Commission), access
Talpa Search (an AI-powered search engine used to help answer the question, “What’s that
book?”), look through the Summit Survey of Historic Resources through the Library’s
website, check out a laptop for use in the Library, evaluate investments with confidence
through Value Line Research Center, and access books and magazines in more than eight
languages .  And as we move into 2024, we will continue to search for new ways to respond
to the needs and interests of Summit residents. 

And more!

Northstar Digital Literacy is a free resource to help people build and certify their computer
skills at their own pace. Digital literacy means having the skills that are needed to perform
tasks on computers and online. Northstar provides curricula, individual online learning and
online assessments in three main areas: essential computer skills, essential software skills,
and using technology to accomplish tasks. Northstar Digital Online Learning can be
accessed from home and  staff are available to assist via appointment.
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Staff
Recognition
Saying Goodbye

New Additions

In 2023, the Library bid farewell to Trustee, Sandy Bloom and part-time Youth Services
Librarian, Hannah Bauer. 

The Library also welcomed Trustee, Chintan Shah and part-time Youth Services
Librarian, Rachel Wood.
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