Meeting of the Board of Trustees
Wednesday, September 9 @ 7:00 PM
AGENDA

EXPLANATORY NOTE REGARDING PUBLIC COMMENTS

When invited to speak, please clearly state your name and address, spell your last name. Whenever an
audience member reads from a prepared statement, please give a copy to the Board Secretary or only the fact
that you spoke will appear in the written meeting minutes. Please try to limit your comments to approximately
3 minutes in order to permit all to be heard. Please also turn off all cell phones. Thank you.
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Call to order Ms. Colbert
Open Meetings Compliance Statement Ms. Colbert
President’s Remarks Ms. Colbert
Oath of Allegiance & Oath of Office Ms. Thomas
2026 Board of Trustees & Officers - Amended Approval

Open Meeting to the Public

Director’s Report Ms. Behr-Shields
Consent Agenda Resolution

The following items listed under consent agenda will be approved by one motion without discussion of
the specific items. If a Board member wants to discuss an item or would prefer an individual motion,
they simply request that the item be removed from Consent. For planning purposes, it would be helpful
to contact the Director or Board President prior to the meeting to remove an item from the Consent
Agenda.

Acceptance of Minutes for June 2026 Board Meeting

Director’s Report

Finance: Approval of Bills - July/August 2026

Reports:
Mayor’s Representative Ms. Amundson
School Representative Ms. Thomas

Old Business
Freedom to Read Policy Committee

Closed Session

Compensation Adjustment Personnel Committee
Litigation Discussion
Adjournment

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, October 14, 2026 @ 7:00 PM
Please notify Amy Behr-Shields (908-277-9455 or abs@summitlibrarv.org) if unable to attend.



The SUMMIT FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
June 10, 2026

CALL TO ORDER: Ms. Celia Colbert called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. in
the Hickok Meeting Room. Present were Christina Amundson, Nina Sanders, Jill
Mills, Julie McTernan, Chintan Shah, John Arthur, Amy Behr-Shields, and Lori
Wuest.

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act,
a statement was read that due notice of this meeting had been given in
accordance with the law.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS: Ms. Colbert welcomed everyone to the meeting.

OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC: Ms. Colbert opened the meeting to the
public. There were no public comments.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Ms. Behr-Shields reported that the Library’s transition
to the MAIN Library Alliance had gone smoothly.

Ms. Behr-Shields also reported that the Library and the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey had finalized application materials for the Library’s 2027
Artists-in-Residence Program, funded through a Carnegie Corporation grant. A
selection committee will be formed in September to review applications and
select three resident artists and one alternate.

CONSENT AGENDA: Ms. Colbert asked if there were any comments or questions
regarding the Consent Agenda. Hearing none, the Consent Agenda was approved
by unanimous consent. Consent Agenda items: 1) Acceptance of Minutes for May
Board meeting, 2) Director’s Report, 3) Finance - Approval of Bills — June, 2026
Bill List 5/14/2026-6/10/2026 Regular Budget $36,516.77, Special Checking
Account $3,519.03 and Manley Winser Account $1,000.00, 4) Authorization of
Non-Fair and Open Contract for Amazon.

REPORTS:

Mayor’s Representative: Ms. Amundson reported that the Mayor was pleased
with the Library’s transition to MAIN.

School Representative: Ms. Mills reported that she would no longer serve as the
School Representative to the Library Board or Trustees and that Ms. Beth
Thomas would succeed her in that role.

NEW BUSINESS:

Freedom to Read Act Discussion- The Policy Committee presented proposed
revisions to Policy 205: Library Collections and Programs and Form 402: Request
for Reconsideration of Materials or Programs to align the Library’s policies and
procedures with the requirements of New Jersey’s Freedom to Read Act.




Ms. Colbert moved to approve the proposed revisions. Ms. Amundson seconded
the motion. The motion passed.

Investment Committee Report- The Finance Committee reported on the
Investment Committee’s thoughts and recommendations regarding the Vanguard
account and the Manley Winser, Amy Liss, and Wilson White funds.

Ms. Sanders moved to transfer the Amy Liss and Wilson White accounts to
Vanguard. Mr. Arthur seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Director PE Process- The Personnel Committee reviewed the timeline for the
Director’s performance evaluation, noting that the evaluation process would
begin in late August or early September.

MAIN Migration-Staff Recognition- The Personnel Committee proposed
recognizing Ms. Beata Barrasso with a one-time bonus in acknowledgment of her
significant contributions and additional work during the Library’s migration to
MAIN.

Mr. Shah moved to approve a one-time bonus for Ms. Barrasso. Ms. Sanders
seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Vending Machine- Ms. Behr-Shields reported on the Building & Grounds
Committee’s discussion regarding relocating the vending machine from the
basement to the vestibule. :

Ms. Colbert moved to approve relocating the vending machine from the basement
to the vestibule. Mr. Arthur seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Old Business

Freedom to Read Act - Review Committee- The Board discussed the requirement
under the Freedom to Read Act to establish a Review Committee in the event
that a Request for Reconsideration is received. The Board agreed that, should
the need arise, the Review Committee would consist of a Library Trustee; the
Head of Adult Services or Head of Youth Services, depending on the material in
question; the Head of Circulation; the Library Director; and one community
representative, who may be a former Library Trustee, a member of the Library
Foundation, or a member of the Friends of the Library.

Great Libraries- Ms. Behr-Shields and Ms. Colbert reported on their May 15,
2026 meeting with Leslie Burger as part of the Board’s ongoing discussion
regarding the characteristics of a “great library.” Ms. Burger is the former
Executive Director of the Princeton Public Library and recently completed a term
as Interim Executive Director of the American Library Association. She currently
operates a consulting practice focused on library executive searches and
strategic planning.



ADJOURNMENT: Ms. Amundson moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Sanders

seconded the motion. The motion passed, and the meeting was adjourned at
7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Qy\» UGV

Julie McTernan

Secretary



