Meeting of the Board of Trustees
Wednesday, May 13 @ 7:00 PM
AGENDA

EXPLANATORY NOTE REGARDING PUBLIC COMMENTS

When invited to speak, please clearly state your name and addvress, spell your last name. Whenever an
audience member reads from a prepared statement, please give a copy to the Board Secretary or only the fact
that you spoke will appear in the written meeting minutes. Please try to limit your comments to approximately
3 minutes in order to permit all to be heard. Please also turn off all cell phones. Thank you.

L. Call to order M:s. Colbert
II.  Open Meetings Compliance Statement Ms. Colbert
III.  President’s Remarks Ms. Colbert

IV.  Open Meeting to the Public

V.  Director’s Report Ms. Behr-Shields

VI.  Consent Agenda Resolution

The following items listed under consent agenda will be approved by one motion without discussion of
the specific items. If a Board member wants to discuss an item or would prefer an individual motion,
they simply request that the item be removed from Consent. For planning purposes, it would be helpful
to contact the Director or Board President prior to the meeting to remove an item from the Consent
Agenda.

Acceptance of Minutes for April 2026 Board Meeting

Director’s Report

Finance: Approval of Bills - May 2026

VII.  Reports:
Mayor’s Representative Ms. Amundson
School Representative Ms. Mills

VIII. New Business
Freedom to Read Act Discussion Policy Committee

IX. Adjournment

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, June 10, 2026 @ 7:00 PM
Please notify Amy Behr-Shields (908-277-9455 or abs@summitlibrary.org) if unable to attend.



The SUMMIT FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
April 8, 2026

CALL TO ORDER: Ms. Celia Colbert called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. in
the Hickok Meeting Room. Present were Christina Amundson, Nina Sanders,
Chintan Shah, Jill Mills, Julie McTernan, Amy Behr-Shields, and Lori Wuest.

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act,
a statement was read that due notice of this meeting had been given in
accordance with the law.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS: Ms. Colbert welcomed everyone to the meeting.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION: Eight library volunteers - Sandra Bloom, Sheila
Bonnell, Susan Callahan, James Fleischmann, Ruth Hamann, Frederick Honold,
Ni Liu, and Frederica Owen - were honored with lifetime Gold Library Cards in
recognition of their significant contributions to the Library. Honorees were
recognized for their leadership, volunteer service, and support of programs and
initiatives including the Great Decisions discussion group, Lunar New Year
programming, the Giant Jewelry Sale, and other efforts that have strengthened
the Library and its community impact.

OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC: Ms. Colbert opened the meeting to the
public. There were no public comments.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Ms. Behr-Shields reported that new State Aid
requirements mandate all public library trustees complete two hours of library-
related continuing education during 2026. Ms. Behr-Shields also noted that the
Library Spirit Store is open through April 30, 2026, in honor of National Library
Week (April 19-25).

CONSENT AGENDA: Ms. Colbert asked if there were any comments or questions
regarding the Consent Agenda. Hearing none, the Consent Agenda was approved
by unanimous consent. Consent Agenda items: 1) Acceptance of Minutes for
March Board meeting, 2) Director’s Report, 3) Finance - Approval of Bills — April,
2026 Bill List 3/12/2026-4/8/2026 Regular Budget $38,824.83, Special
Checking Account $1,739.26.

REPORTS:
Mayor’s Representative: Ms. Amundson reported no updates.

School Representative: Ms. Mills reported that the last day of school will be June
17, 2026.

NEW BUSINESS:
- Carnegie Grant Proposal- Ms. Behr-Shields reported that staff were invited to

submit ideas for use of the Library’s $10,000 Carnegie Grant. Adult Services
Librarian Mary Piekarski proposed expanding local arts programming through




live demonstrations and artist engagement. Ms. Behr-Shields subsequently met
with Melanie Cohn and Rachel Aponte of the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey to
discuss a partnership. A proposal was presented for a 12-month Artist-in-
Residence program in 2027, to be offered in partnership with the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey. The program would host three artists for four-month
residencies, during which they would work onsite, offer open studio hours, lead
public workshops, and present exhibitions. Proposed focus areas include
photography, book illustration, and nature-based work, aligning with community
interests and library initiatives. Ms. Colbert introduced the Carnegie Grant
proposal and requested a motion. Ms. Sanders moved to approve the Carnegie
Grant proposal, and Ms. Amundson seconded the motion. Hearing no objections,
the motion passed unanimously.

Great Libraries Discussion- Ms. Behr-Shields and Ms. Colbert reported on a
meeting with Jen Nelson, State Librarian, regarding the qualities of a “great
library.” They noted that the discussion will continue next month with Leslie
Burger, former Director of Princeton Public Library, founding partner of Library
Development Solutions, and most recently Interim Executive Director of the

American Library Association, to further explore these concepts.

ADJOURNMENT: Ms. Mills moved, and Ms. McTernan seconded the motion, to
adjourn the meeting at 8:48 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Jﬁlie McTernan

Secretary



